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Artists Statement

Jessamy Kelly works mainly in glass and ceramic which she combines in a hot state within her studio practice. Renowned for being difficult to combine, glass and ceramics are usually regarded as being incompatible due to differences in structure; through her research Jessamy has managed to combine them in a hot state to create a unique series of artworks. Her approach is based on the hand crafted sensitivity of craft practice; she harnesses light by cutting away the materials to reveal their inherent transparent and translucent qualities. This approach creates a soft sensitive aesthetic which works subtly with the simplicity of her cast glass forms which are then set with a pâte de verre and ceramic core. The way light passes through her work to reveal an inner luminosity intrigues Jessamy and inspires her to work with these two mediums. Jessamy’s work shows balance, precision and great delicacy. Her work has been exhibited widely throughout the UK as well as internationally in France, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands and in the United States. 

Background
In 2001, Jessamy completed her Bachelor of Arts degree in ‘Glass and Ceramics’ at the University of Sunderland and went on to complete her Masters in ‘Glass Design’ at Edinburgh College of Art, in 2002. This involved an Industrial placement at Edinburgh Crystal as a student glass designer. Jessamy worked as an in-house glass designer for Edinburgh Crystal until 2006, when she decided to focus completely on her own studio work and business. She has run her own art glass business ‘Jessamy Kelly Glass’ since graduating. In 2009, she completed her practice based PhD at the University of Sunderland. She is currently a Lecturer in Glass at Edinburgh College of Art.
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Curriculum Vitae
Education & Qualifications:
· BTEC (Distinction)
Art Foundation in Ceramics
1997-1998
Newcastle College

· BA (Hons)

Glass & Ceramics

1998-2001 
University of Sunderland

· M.Des

Glass Product Design

2001-2002 
Edinburgh College of Art

· PhD 

Glass & Ceramics

2004-2009 
University of Sunderland 

Teaching Experience:


· Lecturer in Glass, Edinburgh College of Art, 02/13 - ongoing

· Acting Course Leader Glass, Edinburgh College of Art, 09/12-01/13
· Design workshop, Museumaker, Woodhorn Museum, 06/10

· Artist in residence, Edinburgh College of Art, 10/09-10/10

· Kiln casting workshops, Edinburgh College of Art, 10/09–11/09

· Cold working workshops, Edinburgh College of Art 12/09

· Prospect, Mentor Scheme, Designed and Made, 02/08–08/08

· Workshop facilitator, Delight in Design, Designed and Made, 10/07

· Foundation Level Teaching Introduction to Glass & Ceramics at University of Sunderland, 03/06

· Product Design workshops, University of Sunderland, 02/05-04/05

· Portfolio teaching sessions, University of Sunderland, 02-03 & 04-09
· Engraving and Printmaking workshops, University of Sunderland, 04/02 

Design Experience:

· In House Glass Designer for Juo Ltd, Sunderland, 07/06 – 03/12
· In house Senior Glass Designer (Part time) at Edinburgh Crystal, Midlothian, 09/04 – 07/06

· In house Senior Glass Designer (Full time) at Edinburgh Crystal, Midlothian, 01/02 - 09/04
Freelance Design Projects:

· GP Wolffe, Edinburgh, 12/10-02/11

· Museumaker, Woodhorn Museum, 12/09 – 07/10

· Charles Phillips Auctioneers, Edinburgh, 08/09- 12/09

· Parmy Ltd, Sunderland, 01/09- 06/09

· Place, Kevin McCloud furniture & Homeware Design, 01/05- 05/06
Exhibitions Experience:

· Marketing & Events coordinator, Contemporary Glass Society, 10/09 – 11/11
· Exhibitions & Press Officer, Scottish Glass Society, 10/06 – 10/11
· Co-Curator, Scottish Glass Society Exhibitions: ‘Migrate’, ‘Shine’ & ‘Trove’ Scottish Glass Exhibition 2006 – 2011
· Co-Organiser, 
Parallels and Connections: A Ceramics and Glass Research Student Conference, 
University of Sunderland 01/07-03/07 & 01/09-03/09

· Co-Curator, Delight in Design, Designed and Made Annual Showcase, 06/07-11/07

Professional Positions:

· Director of Juo Ltd 06/02 – 03/12
· Proprietor of Jessamy Kelly Glass 10/07- ongoing

· Board Member of Contemporary Glass Society 10/09 – ongoing
· Vice Chair of the Scottish Glass Society 10/08 – 03/11
· Acting Chair of the Scottish Glass Society 03/11 – 09/11
· Board Member of the Scottish Glass Society 01/06- 09/11
· Board Member of Cohesion Glass Network 06/06- 11/09

· Board Member of Design & Made 02/07- 02/08

Workshops (attended):
· 2nd & 3rd International Symposium of Engraved Glass, Kamenicky Senov, Czech Republic 09/99 & 09/02
· Enterprisers 2004, The Cambridge MIT Institute & CFEL Durham Business School 01/04
· Piet Stockmans Masterclass, European Ceramic Work Centre, Netherlands 01/06

· International Glass Symposium 2006, Crystalex, Novy Bor, Czech Republic 10/06  
· NESTA, ‘Insight Out’ Creative Business Course, Digital City, University of Teesside 01/07-04/07
· NSTAR Finance Courses, finance for business courses, 2007-2008
· Visiting Lecturer Course, University of Sunderland, 02/09
Awards:
· Orrefors ‘Student Glass Design Award’, Orrefors Glass Factory, Sweden 2000

· Outline Design ‘Student Glass Prize’ 2001

· Edinburgh Crystal ‘Master of Design Scholarship’ 2001-2002

· Princes Trust ‘Start up Business Award’ for Juo Ltd 2006

· Blueprint ‘Business Planning Award’ for Juo Ltd ‘Creative Industries Award’ & ‘Overall Winner’ 2006
· NESTA, ‘Insight Out Business Award’ for Juo Ltd 2007
· Arts Council England ‘Cultural Business Award’ for Juo Ltd 2007
· Futures Fund, University of Sunderland for Jessamy Kelly Glass 2008
· The Pearsons Prize: Juo Ltd – Winner: Best Use of Glass in Retail and Interior, 2008

· Product Development Grant, Cohesion Network for Jessamy Kelly Glass 2008
· The craft&design Selected Gold Award: Glass Award 2009
· The craft&design Selected Gold Award: Maker of the Year 2009
· The Meffan Winter Exhibition: First Prize Professional artist category 2010
· The craft&design Selected Gold Award: Glass Award 2011
· Contemporary Craft open exhibition, Black Swan Arts Craft Competition: Runner up 2011

· Craft Makers Award, Edinburgh City Council & Creative Scotland, for Jessamy Kelly Glass 2011
Formal lectures:
· ‘2nd International Symposium of Engraved Glass’, Kamenicky Senov, Czech Republic, 09/99
· Guest speaker, Cohesion Glass Network, Arts Council England, Newcastle, 11/04

· Glass & Ceramics Research Students Forum, University of Sunderland, Sunderland, 04/05

· PhD Research Students Forum, Gray’s School of Art, Aberdeen, 08/05

· Guest speaker, Society of Glass Technology & friends of World of Glass, St Helen’s, 11/05

· ‘Atoms to Art’, Research Cluster Conference, University of Sunderland, 02/06

· ‘Glass-Art-Science’ Society of Glass Technology Conference, National Glass Centre, 09/06

· ‘International Glass Symposium 2006’, Novy Bor, Czech Republic, 10/06
· Guest speaker, Cambridge-MIT institute Enterprisers 2007, Durham University, 01/07

· Research Conference ‘Parallels & Connections’, University of Sunderland, 03/07

· ‘Atoms to Art’, Research Cluster Conference, University College London, 06/07

· Guest speaker, ‘Cashing in on Creativity’, Business Innovation Centre, Sunderland, 09/07

· Guest speaker, Scottish Glass Society AGM, Edinburgh City Art Centre, 11/07

· Guest Speaker, Friends Society, National Glass Centre, Sunderland, 03/09

· Research Conference ‘Parallels & Connections’, University of Sunderland, 03/09

· Guest Speaker, Scottish Glass Society AGM, National Museum of Scotland, 10/09

· Creativity & Innovation in Glass Conference, University of Wolverhampton, 08/10
· Pairings Project Conference, Manchester Metropolitan University, Manchester, 10/10
· 400 Years of Glass, International Conference, Edinburgh College of Art, 10/10
· Research Conference ‘Parallels & Connections’, University of Sunderland, 04/11

· GLASSAC11, Bronnbach Monastery, Wuerzburg Germany, 05/11

· Hothouse, Crafts Council Scheme at Designed & Made, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 10/11

· Colour Symposium, ECA, Edinburgh, 03/13

Publications:
· ‘The combination of glass & ceramics in artistic studio practice’, GLASSAC11, Conference Publication, Germany, 2011

· ‘Pairings’, Catalogue, Manchester Metropolitan University, 2011
· ‘Parallels & Connections’, Conference Publication, University of Sunderland, 2011
· ‘Trove’, Scottish Glass Society Exhibition Catalogue, Edinburgh, 2011
· ‘Combining Glass & Ceramics’, Article, Glass Circle News, 2011

· ‘Pairings’, Exhibition Catalogue, Manchester Metropolitan University, 2010

· ‘Creativity & Innovation in Glass’ Conference Publication, University of Wolverhampton, 2010

· Stanislav Libenský Award 2010 Exhibition Catalogue, Prague, Czech Republic, 2010

· ‘Migrate’, Scottish Glass Society Exhibition Catalogue, Edinburgh, 2010

· ‘The Combination of Glass and Ceramics as a means of artistic expression in studio practice’,
PhD Thesis, University of Sunderland, 2009

· Delight in Design’, Designed & Made Exhibition Catalogue, Newcastle, 2007

· ‘Glass-Art-Science’ Society of Glass Technology Conference Publication, Sunderland, 2006

· ‘Convergences/Divergences’ Exhibition Catalogue, St Yrieix, France, 2003

· ‘3nd International Symposium of Engraved Glass’, Exhibition Catalogue, Czech Republic, 2002
Formal Membership:
· Crafts Council National Register of Makers 

· Craft Scotland Index of Selected makers 

· Craft & Design Selected

· Contemporary Glass Society 
· Cohesion Glass Network 

· Designed & Made 

· Glass Art Society

· Scottish Glass Society 
Exhibition Experience: 
2013

· Showcase at the National Centre for Craft and Design, NCCD, Lincolnshire 01/13-09/13
· Grow, Royal Botanical Gardens Edinburgh, 08/13
Exhibition Experience: 
2012

· ‘Pairings’, Craft in the Bay, Cardiff 01/12

· ‘Craft & Design Selected’, Ferrers Gallery, Leicestershire, 03/12-05/12
· ‘Summer Exhibition’ Queens Gallery, Dundee, 06/12-07/12

· ‘Craft Scotland’, Sofa Chicago, Chicago, US, 11/12
2011

· ‘Pairings’, Howgill Gallery, Fairfield Mill, Cumbria 02/11-04/11
· ‘Trove: 32nd Annual Scottish Glass Society Exhibition’, Perth Museum & Art Gallery, 03/11-12/11

· ‘Craft & Design Selected’, Ferrers Gallery, Leicestershire, 04/11-07/11
· ‘Unite’, Crafts Scotland, Collins Gallery, Glasgow, 04/11– 05/11

· Contemporary Craft open exhibition, Black Swan Arts, Bath, 05/11-06/11
· ‘Return to the Earth’ Peter Potter Gallery, Haddington, Edinburgh, 07/11-09/11

· ‘Paper, Scissors, Stone’, Obsidian Art, Herts, 08/11-09/11

· ‘On The Brink’ Contemporary Glass, The Belfry Arts Centre, Norfolk, 10/11-11/11

· Winter Exhibition, Pyramid Gallery, Chester, 11/11-01/12

· ‘Pairings’, Waterfront Gallery, Swansea 11/11-12/11
2010
· ‘Cutting Light’, Solo Showcase, Queen’s Gallery, Dundee, 05/10-06/10

· ‘Summer Collection’ SDC Gallery, London, 05/10-06/10

· ‘Opening Show’ Creative Cohesion Gallery, Sunderland, 06/10-07/10

· ‘Pairings’, Manchester Metropolitan University, Manchester 07/10-11/10

· Queens Gallery at Homes & Interiors Scotland, 08/10

· ‘Blast! 2010’, Cohesion Glass Network, Zest Gallery London, 09/10-10/10

· Designed and Made Showcase, DLI Museum, Durham, 08/10-11/10
· Stanislav Libenský Award 2010 Exhibition, Prague Castle, Prague, Czech Republic, 09/10-10/10
· ‘Sunderland Showcase’ Creative Cohesion, Sunderland, 09/10-10/10
· ‘Shine: Scottish Studio Glass’, 31st Annual Scottish Glass Society, Queens Gallery, Dundee, 10/10 

· Newcastle Gateshead Arts Fair, The Sage, Gateshead 10/10

· Winter Exhibition, North East Art Collective, Eldon Garden, Newcastle 10/10-01/11
· Foibos Prague Gallery, Prague, Czech Republic, 11/10-04/10

· ‘Christmas Present’, Shipley Art Gallery,11/10-12/10

· Cohesion @ Balman Gallery, Corbridge, 11/10-01/11

· ‘Dec the Halls’, Creative Cohesion Gallery, Sunderland, 12/10

· Winter Exhibition, The Meffan, Dorfar, Angus, 11/10-01/11

· Winter Exhibition, The Biscuit Factory, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 11/10-01/11

· ‘Pairings’, Otter Gallery, Cirencester 11/10-01/11
2009

· ‘Cohesion at Pyramid’, Pyramid Gallery, York 03/09-04/09
· ‘Glance & Reflect’, Crafts Council @ the Washington Arts Centre, Washington, UK 03/09-04/09

· ‘Melody’ SDC, Shoreditch Gallery, London 03/09-05/09

· ‘Cool Glass / Hot Brits’ Zest Gallery at Sofa New York, US 03/09

· Café Jello at Affordable Art Fair, Battersea 03/09

· ‘Artomatic’, Washington DC, US 05/09-07/09

· ‘Blast!09’, Zest Gallery, London 04/09-05/09

· ‘Migrate’, Scottish Glass Society, Highland Galleries & Broadfield House Glass Museum, 07/09-03/10

· ‘UK/OK’, Price Tower Arts Center, Oklahoma, USA 08/09-01/09

· ‘Cohesion at Artworks’, Artworks Gallery, Newcastle 09/09-10/09

· ‘Craft and Design Award Solo Showcase, National Glass Centre, Sunderland 09/09-10/09

· Solo Showcase, National Glass Centre, Sunderland 09/09-10/09

· Newcastle Gateshead Arts Fair, The Sage, Gateshead 10/09
· Seascape Gallery at Edinburgh Art Fair, Edinburgh 11/09

· Cohesion at Glass Collectors Fair, Birmingham, 11/09
2008
· ‘Glass 3’, International Glass Exhibition, Washington DC, US, 02/08-03/08

· Cohesion and Café Jello at Affordable Art Fair Battersea, London, 03/08

· ‘British Glassmakers’, Obsidian Art, Stoke Mandeville, 03/08–04/08

· ‘The Bag Show’, Designed & Made Gallery, Live Theatre Newcastle 04/08-05/08

· ‘Northern Glass’, Platform Gallery, Clitheroe, Lancashire 05/08–07/08
· ‘Blast! 2008’, Cohesion 6th Annual Exhibition, London Glass Blowing Gallery, London 05/08–06/08

· Scottish Glass Society 29th Exhibition, Peter Potter Gallery, Haddington, Edinburgh 07/08–08/08

· ‘Prospect’, Designed & Made Gallery, Newcastle 08/08-09/08

· Solo Showcase, Arts Council Head Offices, Newcastle 08/08-09/08

· Newcastle Gateshead Arts Fair, The Sage, Gateshead, 09/08

· ‘Perfume & Scent bottles’, St Jospeh Galerie, Leeuwarden, The Netherlands, 09/08-02/08

· ‘Beautifully Crafted’, National Glass Centre, Sunderland, 10/08-02/09
· ‘Flawed Inspiration’ DLI Museum, Durham, 11/08-01/09

· ‘Objects of Desire’, Chapel Gallery, Orsmkirk, Lancashire 11/08–01/09
· ‘Cohesion at Artworks’, The Artworks Galleries, Newcastle, 11/08-03/09

2007
· ‘Parallels & Connections’ Showcase, National Glass Centre, Sunderland 03/07

· Cohesion at Affordable Art Fair, Battersea, London, 03/07

· ‘Design Crafts for Contemporary Living’, Bilston Craft Gallery, Wolverhampton, 03/07-04/07

· Newcastle Gateshead Arts Fair, Newcastle, 05/07 

· Crafts Council Solo Showcase, National Glass Centre, Sunderland 06/07-07/07
· Summer Fair, Excel London, 06/07

· Scottish Glass Society 28th Exhibition, Lillie Gallery, Milngavie, Glasgow 08/07-09/07

· ‘Cohesion at Pyramid’, Cohesion 5th Annual Exhibition Pyramid gallery, York 09/07-10/07

· ‘Delight in Design’, Designed & Made Annual Showcase, Live Theatre Newcastle 10/07-11/07

· Crafts Council ‘Solo Showcase’ Juo Ltd, National Glass Centre, Sunderland 11/07-02/07

· Christmas Showcase, Tallantyre Gallery, Morpeth, Northumberland, 11/07-01/07

· ‘Twelve’, Designed & Made Christmas Showcase, Live Theatre Newcastle 12/07-01/08

2006
· Glass installation Saltburn Artists Projects, Saltburn. 02/06-03/06

· Affordable Art Fair, Battersea, London. 03/06

· The Temple Gallery, Aberfeldy, Perthshire. 03/06-05/06

· Oriel Ty Gorsaf Glass Gallery, Ynys Mon, Wales. 03/06-07/06
· ‘Cohesion at Artifex’, Cohesion 4th Annual Exhibition Artifex Gallery, Birmingham, 06/06-07/06
· 'Launch 2006', NE Design Showcase, Fire Station, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 06/06 
· Scottish Glass Society 27th Exhibition, Collins Gallery, Glasgow. 06/06-08/06
· Crafts Council ‘Solo Showcase’ Jessamy Kelly, National Glass Centre, Sunderland. 07/06-09/06
· ‘The Sea’, Scottish Potters Association, Carby Art Gallery, Aberdeen. 09/06-11/06
· International Glass Symposium 2006, Novy Bor, Czech Republic. 10/06
· ‘Evolve’, Designed & Made, Blackfriars, Newcastle. 10/06
· ‘Gifted’, Royal Museum, Edinburgh. 11/06-01/07
· ‘Winter Warmth’, The Park Gallery, Falkirk Museums, Falkirk. 11/06-01/07
· ‘New Glass’, The Arts & Crafts House, Cumbria. 11/06-01/07
2005
· ‘Glimmer’, Cohesion 3rd Annual Exhibition North Street Gallery, Leeds.  05/05 - 06/05

· ‘Glass in the Garden’ Waterperry Gardens, Oxford. 07/05 - 08/05

· ‘Fusion’ Scottish Glass Society 26th Exhibition Strathearn Gallery, Crieff. 07/05

· ‘Shaping Light 2’, Workplace Art, London, 09/05 - 10/05

· ‘On the Road’, Designed & Made, Mushroom Works, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 10/05
· ‘Winter Glass’, National Glass Centre, Sunderland. 11/05 - 02/06

· ‘Winter Collection’, FiFieFoFum Gallery, Corbridge, 11/05 - 02/06

· ‘Cohesion at Artifex’ Artifex Gallery, West Midlands, 11/05 - 02/06
2004
· ‘Ambiente’, Edinburgh Crystal, Frankfurt Messe, Germany. 02/04

· ‘One Year On’ New Designers 2004, Business Designer Centre, Islington. 07/04

· ‘Glass Al Fresco’, Cohesion Glass Network. 07/04 - 09/04

· ‘The Northern Perspective in Glass’, Scottish Glass Society 25th Exhibition. Edinburgh 10/04

· ‘White Christmas’, Bilston Craft Gallery, Wolverhampton. 11/04-01/05

· ‘Lustre’, Tullie House, Carlisle. 11/04 - 12/04

· ‘Blast! 2004’, Cohesion 2nd Annual Exhibition, The Cork Street Gallery, London. 11/04 - 12/04
2003
· ‘Sensation’, Solo Showcase. Heritage Centre, Edinburgh Crystal. 04/03

· ‘The Crystal world’, Edinburgh College of Art, Edinburgh. 05/03

· ‘Convergences/divergences’, Salle Attane, St Yrieix, France. 07/03

· ‘Cohesion 1st Annual Exhibition’, Mezzanine gallery, National Glass Centre, Sunderland. 07/03

· Scottish Glass Society 24th Annual Exhibition, Q2 Gallery, Dundee. 08/03

· Cohesion Christmas Exhibition, Gateshead Quays. 10/03

· ‘Winter Collection’, Cowdy Gallery, Newent. 11/03

· ‘Christmas Collection’ Scissors-Paper-Stone, Castle Eden, Durham. 11/03

2002
· ‘New Directions’, Shipley Art Gallery, Gateshead. 06/02

· ‘Diversity’, Cohesion Glass Cluster exhibition. National Glass Centre, Sunderland. 06/02

· ‘Bastille Day 2002’ North East Glass Artists, French Business Council, Eversheds, Newcastle. 07/02

· ‘3rd International Symposium of Engraved Glass’, Kamenicky Senov, Czech Republic. 09/02

· ‘Master of Design Degree Show 2002’, Sculpture Court, Edinburgh College of Art. 12/02

2001

· ‘Pure’, a showcase of students work at the Globe Gallery, North Shields. 05/01

· ‘Bachelor of Arts Degree Show 2001’, Vardy Gallery, University of Sunderland. 06/01

· ‘New Designers 2001’, Business Design Centre, Islington, London. 07/01

· ‘Pure as Porcelain’, Laburnum Ceramics Gallery, Penrith. 11/01

· ‘By Design’, Chelsea Gallery, London. 11/01

Selected Commissions:
· ‘Contours’ Commemorative wall panel for Woodhorn Museum, Ashington, 2010
· ‘Glacier’ Commemorative wall panel for Newcastle Building Society Branch, Newcastle, 2010

· ‘Lightscape’, interior wall commission, New Croft Centre, NHS PCT Newcastle, 2009
· ‘Wearside Migration’ wall panel for presentation to Harbin Museum, People’s Republic of China, by City of Sunderland, 2008

· ‘Coastal Glacial & Sparks’ series of Wall panels for Newcastle Building Society, Cobalt flagship office buildings, North Tyneside, 2008
